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October 61n,. 16t Sunday after Pentecost., 6 Oxro6ap. 16 Hemersa mociie
IMemecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTsena JIutypruja.

October 9. Wed. St. John the Theologian/ 9 OxTo6ap. Cpena. Cs. JoBan borocios

October 13th,. 17t Sunday after Pentecost., 13 OxTo6ap. 17 Henespa mociie
IMepecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTsena JIutypruja.

October 20t,. 18t Sunday after Pentecost., 20 Oxro6ap. 18 Hemespa mocie
IMemecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTsena JIutypruja.

October 27th,. 19t Sunday after Pentecost., 27 OxTo6ap. 19 Henespa mociie
IMemecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTsena JIutyprija.

October 31st. Thus. St. Luke and St. Petar of Cetinje / 31 OxTo6ap. CB. JIyka u Iletap

Hernmckm.

November 2nd,. Memorial Saturday., 2 Hopem6ap 3amymiHmuiie

November 3:4,. 20t Sunday after Pentecost., 3 HoBembap. 20 Henespa mocize
IMeneceranme 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxancrsena JIntypruja.

November 8m,. St. Demetrius., 8 Hopem6ap. MurposmaH.

November 10w,. 21st Sunday after Pentecost., 10 Hopem6ap. 21 Henespa mociie
IMegecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/Boxancrsena JIutypruja.

November 16,. Dedication of St. George Church in Lyida., 16 Hosem6ap Bypbmnir.

November 17wm,. 22nd Sunday after Pentecost., 17 Hopem6ap. 22 Henespa mociie
IMeneceranme 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxancrsena JIntypruja.

November 21st,. St. Archangel Michael., 21 Hopem6ap Apaunbesosnan

November 24w,. 23:d Sunday after Pentecost., 24 HoBem6ap. 23 Henespa mocsie
IMegecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/Bboxancrsena JIutypruja.

November 26t,. St. John Chrysostom., 26 HoBem6ap. Cs. JoBan 3r1aroyct

November 27m,. Beginning of Nativity Fast., 27 Hosem6ap Ilouerak ITocta

November 30wm,.5t. Sebastian (Dabovich) of Jackson., 30 HoBem6ap Cs. CeBacTijax
abosuh [lakcoHck1.

December 1st,. 24th Sunday after Pentecost., 1 [Jerrem6ap. 24 Henespa mocize
IMTempecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTsena JIutypruja.
December 4w,. Entry into the Temple by the Theotokos., 4 [Iertem6ap BaBeneme
December 8t,. 25t» Sunday after Pentecost., 8 [Ierrem6ap. 25 Henespa mocsie

IMemecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTsena JIutypruja.
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December 14i,. St. Mardarije of Libertyville., 14 [Terrem6ap Cs. Mapnapuje
JTubeprmBuiickn

December 15t,. 26t Sunday after Pentecost., 15 [Tenembap. 26 Henespa mociie
IMemecernuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTsena JIntypruja.

December 19w,. St. Nicholas the Wonderworker., 19 [Tenembap. CB. Hukoa.

December 22i,. 27t Sunday after Pentecost., 22 [Terrem6ap. 27 Henesba mociie
IMenecernnuite 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxancrsena JIntypruja.

December 29m,. 28th Sunday after Pentecost., 29 [Tenem6ap. 28 Henesba mociie
IMeneceranue 10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxancrsena JIntypruja.

January 5t,. 29t Sunday after Pentecost., 5 Jarnyap. 29 Henespa mocsze IlemeceTHuie
10 A.M. Divine Liturgy/boxaHcTBena JIurypruja.

January 7th, Christmas Day. /7 Janyap. boxxuh - PoxxgecrBo Xpucroso.

Schedule of Events- Paciopen, [Torabaja
OCTOBER

05-06 - St. Nicholas Choir Concert Weekend, Omaha, NE (Saturday-Sunday)

19 - EOYC Evening Fundraiser at our hall

27 - Sv. Petka - 95t Kolo Sestara Slava Celebration

NOVEMBER

01-03 - SSS Mita Topalovich Choir Concert, Joliet, IL. Our choir honored guests.
(Friday-Sunday)

09-10 - St. Demetrius Church Slava Weekend, Des Moines, IA.

23 - 49m Annual Bazaar and Food Festival - Sponsored by Sv. Petka Kolo Sestara
(Saturday)

28 - Nativity Fast Begins (Thursday)

30 - St. Sebastian of Jackson (Saturday)

DECEMBER

08 - Annual Church Assembly /Tomguimma Ilapoxujucka CkymimTiHa.

10 - St. George Choir Annual Assembly (Tuesday)

12 - St. Mardarije of Libertyville (Thursday)

15 - Sv. Petka Kolo Sestara Annual Assembly

19 - St. Nicholas the Wonderworker (Thursday)

22 - SN.F. Lodge #43 “St. George” Annual Assembly




Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Christ is in our midst! He is and ever shall bel

A year has passed by since my appointment to St. George’s in Kansas by His Grace Bishop Longin. Glory
to God it has been a wonderful year! Our parish, our people here have welcomed my family and me very
warmly and with great hospitality! I am so gratefull St George’s is truly a unique pearl in the heart of
America.

Today, I'd like to share with you what makes me joyful and happy about our parish and its wonderful
people.
Since last September, I have discovered the momentum of our parish. There is always something our parish

is engaged in or working on. There is more going on here than even in much larger parishes throughout the
US.

Liturgically our parish is blessed with a deacon - Fr. Deacon Joseph Henre- a “ministering spirit sent
forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14) which is a rare and wonderful

thing, and a great choir led by Peter Bajich and Brad Hijaz. Few in number are the parishes in our
diocese that have a deacon and such an experienced and vibrant choir. This is great because we can

offer our Lord so much of our own hearts:

our Liturgy is elevated by the many roles and voices of a deacon and a choir. Glory to God for everyone’s
effortl May God bless us and our efforts as we sing praises to Him and worship Him in Church at the
services and in every moment of our lives!

After our spiritual needs are taken care of during Divine Services, who takes care of our bodily needs by
providing truly delicious authentic Serbian food? Our Kolo, which never seems to rest! I am very impressed
and touched by the efforts our Kolo ladies have contributed for the betterment of our parish since my
arrival in September of 2018. They have gone above and beyond in their vocation in our parish. Their
honest desire and vigor in renovating the parish house was a beautiful sight to behold. My family and I are
very grateful for all everyone has done to help us move into this wonderful area and house. The Kolo is the
life blood of the parish and without them all of the events throughout the year in our parish would be
impossible and our parish would not be what it is today.

If you have not had the pleasure to join the Kolo, please do and remember the old saying: “many hands
make light work”.

Then there is our Parish Church School, which is a treasure for our youth that will help them learn and
absorb the gold of Orthodoxy and carry it throughout their lives.

I especially want to mention those who quietly beautify our church and its grounds: cleaning, reading and
singing in Church, organizing, putting away candles, bringing flowers, mowing the lawns, and many other
necessary and beautiful things. I want you to know that those beautifying their parish receive a special grace
from the Lord for taking care of His house.

Then there is the invisible work of the Board. It’s not glamorous, but without it the parish would not
survive. A big thanks to all those who keep the wheels turning]

Even if you are not part of any of our parish’s small groups, I am thankful for you, your generosity to our
church, and your prayers.




And if T have forgotten to mention you, or if you feel nobody notices your efforts, I want to assure you that
someone does. St George does. All the saints do. The angels value you and your efforts and consider you
their brothers and sisters. And the Lord of the Universe Himself, the Lord of Lords sees what you do and
values you. So even if it feels like you’re not valued, know that you are.

With much love for you all,

With Blessings from God
Fr.Radomir Plavsic

Apara bpaho u Cecrpel!
Xpucroc je mehy mHamal Jecre u 6uhel

Hasprmmaa ce roAmHa AaHA OA KaKO CaM Ha3HAYEH y CBETOreoprujeBcky mapoxujy y Kansacy oa
[Ipeocserrenor Enmckona mamrer Aonrunaa. Caasa Bory, 1o je 6maa nsyserHo aema roanna! Harmra
ITapOXHja, HAIIU ASYAR CY IPUXBATHAR MEHE H MOJY IIOPOAHITY €a Ady0aB/soy 1 TormamHOM! Bpao cam Bam
saxBasan! OBa I1apoxuja je 3auCTa JEAHHCTBEH OHCEp Y CpIy AMEpHKe.

7Keano 6ux Aa ToAeANM €2 BaMa OHO IITO Me IIOCEOHO PaAyje KaA j€ ped O HAIIO] ITAPOXHU|H U HEHUM
myarma. OA TIPBOT AaHA CXBATHO CaM IIITa j€ IIOKPETad OBE IIAPOXH]jE: OHA j& YBEK Y HEKOM ITOCAY HAU
pojexty. Bure ce oBae Aoraha mero y muoro Behum mapoxujama mupom AMepurke.

Awnryprujuckn, Hara mapoxuja je oaarocaosena hakonom — ‘Haxon Llosed Xenpu — a hakonu cy “Ayxosu
rmocAaty oA bora aa cayxe onmma koju tpeda Aa mpume y moceA craceme” (Jes. 1: 14)- mrro je perka
AHMBHA CTBAp, K40 U BEAHYAHCTBEHUM XOPOM I10A yrpasoum [lerpa bajuha u Bpeaa Xajrraza. Maau je 6poj
ITAPOXHja Y HAIIIO] EITAPXHJH KOje MMajy hakoHa U TaKO UCKyCaH U MeAOAHYaH XOp. OBO je BeAnKa CTBap
32TO IIITO MOKEMO MHOTO BHIIIE OA HAITIET CPIIa YIYTUTH [ OCIIOAY: HAIlla AUTYpPIHja je Y3BUIIIEHA TAACOBHMA
baxona u xopa. Caasa bory 3a cBaumju 1pyal Heka I'ocrioa Bor 6aarocaoBu Hac u Harn TpyA AOK II€BaMO
My xBaae u o60xaBamo I'a y Lipksu Ha cAy:xOama 1 y CBAKOM TPEHYTKY HAIIIET KHBOTA!

Hakown mro ce Hare AyxoBHE IIOTpeOe 3aA0BOAE 32 BpeMe DOKAHCKE CAYAKOE, KO Ce CTapa OKO HAIIIHX
Jusuuxux notpeda npunpemajyhu zam BpAo ykycHy xpany? Harrre Koao, koje muxaa ce me oamapa! Oa
CaMOT MOT AOAacKa , y centeMOpy 2018. roanne, Beoma caM UMIIPECHOHUPAH M AUPHYT HAIIOPHMA HAITINIX
cecrapa u3 Koaa xoju pcoompuHOCce Hanperky mapoxuje. OHe ¢y yYHHHAE MHOTO BHIIIE OA OHOTA IITO CE OA
wux odekyje. Ibuxoa mckpena xema 1 €HEPIUIHOCT Y PEHOBHPAhY IIAPOXHJICKOT AOMA TIOKA3aAd Ce Ha
cBakoM Aerasy. Moja mopoAnIia u ja CMO OAAarOAAPHU CBUMA KOJH CY HAM IIOMOTAH Ad CE YCEAUMO Y OBaj
AMBAH Kpaj U y OBy AUBHY Kyhy.

Koao Cecrapa je xuBa KpB apoxuje u 0e3 BUX cBaku Aorabaj yroky roause ou 6mo Hemoryh u Hara
IIapoxuja He O OMAA KaKBa je AaHAaC.

AKO HECTE IMAAH 3aA0BOACTBO Aa ce mpuApyxute Koay Cecrapa MOAUM Bac TO AO YIHHHTE, jep KaO IITO
Ka’Ke CTapa IOCAOBHIIA 32]EAHO CMO jadn

3atmm, Ty je marma [lpksena [IIkoaa. To je mpaBo 6Aaro 3a Harry omMmaaauHy Koje he joj momohm aa Hayaw
VIIHj€ 3AATO IIPABOCAAB/DSA, KOje he HOCHTH IIEAOT KUBOTA.

IToceOHO KEAHM AQ CIIOMEHEM OHE KOJU TUXO VACIIIIIABA]y HAIIY IIPKBY M HMAFbC: YUIITNCIHEM, YUTAEM U
rreBarbeM y LIpkBu, opranmsosamem, guithemenm cseha, ooHomremem nBeha, Komremem Tpase, 1 ADYTUM
OUTHHUM H ACIIHM cTBaprMa. 7KeArM Aa 3HATE A2 OHH KOjU VAEIIIIIaBajy CBOj€ ITapOXHje AOOH]ajy ITOCEOHY
6aaropat oA I'ocrroaa 360r crapama o Hberobom aomy.




Tpeba aa ce criOMEHE HEBUA/MSUBHU PaA HAIIlEr OAOOPa, BasKaH 32 OIICTAHAK HaIlle Ilapoxuje. Beanka xBasa
CBHMA Ha FBIXOBOM TPYAY!

AKO M He y4ecTByjeTe y IpylraMa HaIlle IIapoXHje, ja caM OAaroAapaH 3a Bac, 3a Ballle AOOPOYHHCTBO IIpeMa
HAITIO] IIPKBH, 1 32 BaIlle MOAHTBE.

AKO caM 3200paBHO Aa BAC CIIOMEHEM, AU BaM C€ YUHH CE Ad HUKO He ripumehyje Bara AeAa, xohy Aa Bac
yBepum Aa Heko npumehyije. Cs. I'eopruje mpumehyje. Csu Ceern mpumehyjy. Aubean mene Bac u Barmra
A€AQ B TPYA, U CMaTpajy Bac cBojom Opahom u cecrpama. Cam 'ocrioa Bacemena, I'ocrioa Haa I'ocioaaprmva
BUAU BaIlla AGAa U IIeHH Bac. [ ako Bam ce YuHU A2 BAC HUKO HE IIEHH, 3HAJTE Ad CE IICHHCHIL.

C »yOaBbdy cBEMA Bama

Ca 6aarocaoBom oa T'ocrioaa

Ceernrrennx Papomup I1aasmmh

Communique of the 22nd Church Assembly

800 Years of the Autocephaly of the Serbian Orthodox Church: Endowed by God,
Treasured by the People

The hierarchs, clergy and delegates representing parishes and diocesan bodies from the three
Dioceses of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the United States of America met July 13-16, 2019
at New Gracanica Monastery in Third Lake, Illinois and St. Sava Monastery in Libertyville,
Illinois for the 22nd Church Assembly-Sabor of the Serbian Orthodox Dioceses in the United
States. Throughout, the meetings were characterized by Christian fellowship in prayer, which
brings the love and unity of mind and heart, which are the gifts of the Holy Spirit to those who
assemble in Christ's name to the glory of God the Father.

This Assembly was also blessed to be the central celebration in America of the 800th
Anniversary of Autocephaly of the Serbian Orthodox Church. The prayers of St. Sava, the
Enlightener and first Archbishop of the Autocephalous Serbian Orthodox Church were invoked,
along with those of St. Mardarije of Libertyville, the first Serbian Orthodox Bishop in North
America, who founded the St. Sava Monastery in Libertyville, where his incorruptible relics are
enshrined. The highlight of the Assembly was certainly the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
celebrated by our hierarchs at St. Sava Monastery, in the presence of St. Mardarije’s holy relics.
The delegates and faithful people of God were able to venerate his relics and receive the
Heavenly Mystery of the Eucharist in his presence.

His Grace Bishop Maxim of Western America celebrated the Liturgy, in concelebration with
Their Graces Bishop Longin of New Gracanica-Midwestern America, host bishop, and Bishop
Irinej of Eastern America, together with His Eminence Archbishop Peter of Chicago and Mid-
America, representing the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, and His Grace Bishop
Sava, retired Bishop of Slavonia. Also present and receiving the Holy Eucharist with the other
hierarchs at this Liturgy were His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, recently retired Archbishop
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos
(Ware) of Diokleia. By the decision of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox
Church, following the Divine Liturgy and the celebration of the Rite of the Patronal Feast in
honor of St. Mardarije of Libertyville, Archbishop Demetrios was awarded the Order of St. Sava




in the First Degree in recognition of his service to Orthodoxy and to the Serbian people during
his many years of ministry.

Metropolitan Kallistos, one of the foremost spokesmen for Orthodoxy of the past sixty years and
prolific author on Orthodox theology, faith and history gave the keynote address on the
Assembly's theme: “800 Years of the Autocephaly of the Serbian Orthodox Church: Endowed by
God, Treasured by the People”. Appropriately his address centered on a central belief of
Orthodox Christianity, the Incarnation, the understanding that in the person of Jesus Christ, the
Son and Word of God, by Whom all things were made, becomes fully and completely a human
being, while remaining fully and completely God. He does this so that, in the words of the
Fathers, “God became what man is, so that man may become what God is.” And the Church, as
the Body of Christ, is also truly both divine and human. It unites heaven and earth above all in
the Eucharist, and it exists both in time and history and beyond time and history. It exists to bring
us from our temporal existence into the eternity of the Kingdom unbounded by time and space.
The 800th Anniversary of the Serbian Orthodox Church's autocephaly should be understood in
this context—that God works in history to bring us to salvation in this world so that we may live
forever in and with the blessed Trinity in the Kingdom which is now and is coming as well. The
Assembly was blessed to hear several presentations by Metropolitan Kallistos over the course of
the Assembly, going deeper into the ways God works in His Church with His people for their
ultimate salvation, and that of the world.

The Assembly was also honored to have as its guest, the Most Venerable Archimandrite
Metodije, Abbot of the Hilandar Monastery, the first Serbian institution of higher education, the
foundation of Saints Sava and his father, Saint Simeon, which is the center of Serbian spirituality
on Holy Mount Athos.

Gathered in conjunction with this Assembly were a record number of young Serbian Orthodox
Christians, brought together by the Standing Committee on Youth Ministry, who had the
opportunity to share in the worship and some of the presentations of the Assembly, as well as
pursuing their own program aimed at advancing their growth in Christ and their future service to
God and His Church. The keynote speaker for the youth was famous Hollywood actor Jonathan
Jackson.

The Assembly was chaired by the Presidents of the Assembly, Bishop Longin, Bishop Maxim
and Bishop Irinej. The Assembly thanked Their Graces for their labor in the vineyard of our
Lord in the USA, protecting the values of our faith, liturgical life, Orthodox Tradition,
hierarchical and canonical order, and joined in the prayer of the Divine Liturgy asking that God
may grant them to continue to define the Word of God's Truth in peace, safety, honor, health and
length of days. The Assembly extended this same prayer for His Holiness Serbian Patriarch
Irinej, for the entire Episcopate of the Serbian Orthodox Church, and for all Orthodox bishops,
here and throughout the world.Assembly Actions

The Assembly discussed and decided on a number of issues which fall within its competency:

A report on the work of the various Standing Committees since the last Assembly was heard:;




Reports on the major decisions of the Central Church Council and from the Central Treasurer
since the last Assembly were presented,;

A presentation on the importance of adequate insurance for congregations and diocesan
properties, as well as child and youth safety, was made by Michael and Daniel Herzak of
Insurance Systems Group, which has developed a group insurance plan tailored to the needs of
the Serbian Orthodox Church;

A report on the St. Sava School of Theology was presented and discussed at length. The report
included mention of some improvements to the overall life of the School, such as the
establishment of a Trusteeship Council to assist the Dean in administrative and financial matters.
Further study on all matters regarding the School, including its accreditation and future, will be
done by the Episcopal Council in tandem with the Holy Synod of Bishops;

A combined version of the current Constitution, General Rules and Regulations and Uniform
Rules and Regulations for Parishes and Church School Congregations of the Serbian Orthodox
Dioceses in the United States of America was published and distributed to all attendees and
received by such on July 16, 2019. The printed new white bound edition is a compilation of all
prior documents, inclusive of past amendments and updated decisions rendered by the Holy
Assembly of Bishops that have been incorporated into the prior versions of all three documents;
and

Clergy compensation, including pension and health care plans, was discussed. A new monthly
minimum remuneration for clergy of $3,200 per month was enacted. The current church pension
plan is under study by the Central Church Council for possible revision and improvement.

Ministry to America

The Assembly expressed serious and deep concern for the spiritual state of American culture and
society. While we know we are truly blessed to live and prosper in these United States of
America with the freedom and liberty we so enjoy, we are more conscious than ever before of
serious challenges to Christian morality. This way of life and conduct is given to us by God to
aid us in fulfilling our vocation to become truly human, and in so doing to be joined to the
divine. While the Church understands that there exist in a free secular society differences of
belief and opinion, the Church has a great responsibility to clearly articulate and defend its
traditional Orthodox world view, and to maintain that world view even in the face of pressure to
conform to contemporary world views which contradict it, compromise it or even seek to
eradicate it.

Marriage, Family and Home Life

The institution of the family, which is the foundation of every healthy society, and with it
marriage and the Christian home are increasingly under attack from such new pressures. The
importance of family life cannot be overemphasized, for even our Lord Jesus Christ was born
into a family in which he was nurtured in his youth and as a young adult by his mother, the Most
Holy Virgin Mary, with his foster father, Joseph, in Nazareth.

The demands of modern life quickly weaken such ties and relationships between parents and
children, between siblings, and within the entire family. Too often the mundane demands and




tasks of life can prevent us from seeing the sacred spiritual opportunities those demands can
present for us.

Economic concerns often take both parents out of the home and into the workplace for more and
more hours each day and each week. Children’s athletics have become a focal point, taking
children out of their homes for more and more hours each week requiring careful attention to
balance the demands of sports with a healthy home life. How many of our families find their
Sunday mornings dominated by activities other than worship in church and participation in
church school? How many mothers and fathers find themselves almost as chauffeurs during the
course of the day, ferrying their children from one activity to another?

Essentially, this means that we must work all the harder to maintain our homes as a place of
prayer and a school of virtue, “the little church”, a sacred place where families pray together and
learn from one another, serving one another and learning by example. Parents must work hard at
their marriages, be committed to their spouses and create a stable and loving place for the
building of the family. And that “little church” of the family members must be nurtured within
the larger church community, nourished and strengthened by their relationship with God in the
Church's common worship and the Holy Mysteries and with their church family, their fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters in Christ.

The Struggle for the Christian Way of Life

We should make no mistake: more than perhaps ever before in America, a war is being waged
for the souls of our people, our families and especially our children and youth. The technological
advances we enjoy also bring with them new challenges to maintaining healthy family life as
well as human life in general. For all too many people, the misuse of the Internet, Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter and other social media have created habits inconsistent with our Orthodox
Christian way of life and social interaction. Cyberspace is often not holy space. The amount of
time we spend on our mobile phones and computers quickly alienates us from real quality time
face to face with one another. Human interaction is more and more limited to Facebook and
email, as face-to-face dialogue is being replaced with communication by way of text messaging.

Television, music, internet, video games, social media and other forms of information media
today not only dominate the time of all too many, but they also often promote violence,
selfishness, sexual promiscuity, criminal behavior and pleasure seeking self-indulgence of all
kinds. Let us also be aware that the result of excessive time spent in these ways creates
hyperactivity, impatience, nervousness, and the need to be constantly entertained and
stimulated. Any form of entertainment or information which does not lift up and edify the
human person as created in the image of God is harmful and should be avoided.

As such, the grave sin of abortion is in the vast majority of cases committed for reasons of
personal convenience. Where proponents of legal abortion once said that it should be “legal, safe
and rare,” many, even some state legislatures, now advocate the right to abortion at any time up
to the moment of birth, even when the child is viable outside the womb, and hold public
celebrations in honor of this abomination. Some even suggest that a child who has been born is
not safe, but is subject to the whim of the mother, perhaps with advice from a doctor.




The Assembly recognized that the Serbian Orthodox Church's Dioceses and faithful in the
United States have the task, duty and calling to speak prophetically to this society in which we
live, to fearlessly and faithfully proclaim and defend the Truth as traditionally understood and
practiced in Orthodox Christianity, and to lead all who will listen to the true life in Christ.

With regard to the same, the Assembly welcomes the convening of the Second Annual
Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom in Washington, DC, where, among others, the
Orthodox Church has been given a prominent place to express our traditional faith and steadfast
values in a contemporary context and freedom to practice the same. Bishop Irinej and the
Reverend Dr. Vasilije Vranic, an expert in Canon Law, will be participating in this Ministerial.

On the Situation in Kosovo and Metohija

In this year 2019, when the Serbian Orthodox Church and the Serbian people commemorate 800
years of Autocephaly, the Assembly responded to the most recent developments in Kosovo and
Metohija, the cradle of our religious and cultural patrimony, caused by the decision of Kosovo
institutions to impose 100% tariffs on all goods coming from central Serbia, while permitting
tariff free import for goods from Albania, as well as other restrictive measures of Pristina.

At the moment, the situation in northern Kosovo is seriously threatening to become alarming,
especially for the poorest and socially vulnerable population, which has no way to be supplied
either with more expensive goods from the south of Kosovo, and no way to travel outside the
Province and bring goods, such as food and medicine, even in smaller quantities back to their
homes. If this unsustainable situation continues, it will influence gradual displacement of the
remaining Serbian population.

Discrimination based on the origin of goods, which reminds us of the darkest times in European
history, is one of the most serious violations of human rights. Coupled with action of
demonstrative ignition and destruction of Serbian goods from a few months ago, to which
Pristina authorities did not react, there has been multifaceted deterioration of interethnic relations
and security throughout the territory of Kosovo and Metohija with unforeseeable consequences.

The Assembly unanimously appeals, first and foremost, to the United States of America, and to
the International Community, to rectify this existential crisis. This appeal does not constitute any
interference in politics, but is above all a reaction of the Church to unprecedented abuses
committed against innocent people, especially our faithful people in the north of Kosovo and
Metohija, who are deprived of their basic freedoms and rights by restrictive measures. It is
incumbent upon us to once again make our self-sacrificing efforts to ease the burden of our
beloved Orthodox Christian brothers, sisters and children in Kosovo and Metohija, by offering
them our generous support in these times of adversity.

The Assembly respectfully voices its appreciation to the Ambassadors in Pristina of the United
States and Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe-OSCE, as well as the European
Union, for taking to task and condemning the now seventh desecration of the Orthodox
Cemetery in Lipljan.




On the Situation in Montenegro

The Government of Montenegro issued on May 16, 2019 a Draft Law on Freedom of Religion
and Beliefs and Legal Status of Religious Communities. Predicated on a previous Draft Law of
2015, instead of primarily focusing on the restitution of seized property, it now prescribes a
revolutionary nationalisation of temples and all religious structures constructed before 1918,
along with their registration as state property. This effectively means that the Government of
Montenegro is seizing ownership of the majority of all religious edifices. This is being done
despite the fact that the borders of Montenegro at that time do not correspond to its present
borders.

Today, secular Montenegro, where churches and religious communities are separated from the
state, wants to adopt a law on religious freedom, based on assumed autocephaly, which did not
exist as such, even when the Metropolitanate of Montenegro was the State Church in
Montenegro. Back then, the legal system of Montenegro distinguished between the property of
the Church, the State and the Ruler.

This draft law was adopted by the Government without consulting and cooperating with
churches and religious communities, non-religious organizations, non-governmental
organizations and experts, and most definitely without consulting the Dioceses of the majority
Orthodox Church.

The Assembly calls upon the Government of Montenegro to repeal its adoption, and to work
with the Venice Commission, churches, religious communities and other interested parties,
through normal cooperation to draft a religious freedom law that is legal and just, and in
conformity with European standards.

The Assembly of the Serbian Orthodox Dioceses in the United States of America is truly one in
spirit and an indivisible part of our Holy Serbian Orthodox Church, constantly striving to remain
steadfast on the Way of St. Sava, as we call to mind the words of the Holy Apostle: “If one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together” (1 Cor.
12:26). Ever mindful of the same, as we celebrate together the 800 Years of the Autocephaly of
the Serbian Orthodox Church: truly, endowed by God, and treasured by the People!

22. HPKBEHU CABOP
CPIICKHUX ITPABOCJIABHHUX EITAPXHJA
Y CJEAJUIbEHUM AMEPUYKUM JIP’KABAMA 13. -16.JYJI 2019

800 z00una Aymoxeghanuje Cpncke Ilpasocnasne Ilpkee: ”00 boza oaposana, 00 napooa
yovena”

1. asryct 2019.rogune
Cgetu Jlecnior Ctedan Bucoku u [Ipenogo6na Esrenuja (J1azapesuh)
JIMBEPTHUBUJI




Bucokonpeuacnum u npeuacnum npezgumepuma u hakonuma, npenoooOHOM MOHAUIMEY,
YIAHOBUMA U NAPOXUJAHUMA YPKEEHO-UUKOJICKUX ONUMUHA U MUcuoHapckux napoxuja Cpnckux
IIpasocnasuux Enapxuja y Cjeoursenum Amepuuxum JIpocasama

Bo3by0/beHo cBemiTeHcTBO, Opaho u cectpe y Xpucry,

[Tomro cMo MpUMMIM MHOTOOpOjHA MUTakba U HEJOYMHUIIE Y BE3U Ca JOMYHEHUM U
JEMUHCTBEHUM H31ambeM Yemasa, Onwmux npasuna u JedoobpazHux npasuia u ypeoaba 3a
napoxuje u ypreeno-uikoncke onumune Cpncxux Ilpasocnasnux Enapxuja y Cjedurenum
Amepuuxum /[pacasamaxoje je 00jaBJbEHO U Ka0 TakBO mpuMIbeHo Ha 22. [lpkBerom Cabopy,
naHa 16. jyna 2019. ronuse, a 3aTUM NOAEJHEHO CBUM YYECHHUIIMMA, HAJIa3UMO 3a CXOJHO Ja
[IMPOj JABHOCTH MPYKUMO pa3jalllieba IITa je 3alpaBo IOMYHEHO Y TOMEHYTOM U3Iakhy U
3amTo.

HoBo uzname, mrammnano y 6enuM Kopuiiama, o0jeinibyje cBa TpY rope HaBeJIeHa paHHja
JIOKYMEHTa, YKJbyuyjyhu aMaHIMaHe U JIOMYHEHE BEp3Uje UCTHX KOje CYy JOHETE KaKo Ha
[pxBenum Cabopuma Tako u 3acenamuma Ceetor Apxujepejckor Cabopa Cpricke
[TpaBocnasne L{pkBe. OBO je yunmbeHO y cKIaay ca oaimykoM Ceetor Apxujepejckor Cabopa
Cpncke IlpaBocnasne Lpkse CAC 6p. 45/3am. 171 ox 7./24. maja 2018. Iloctynajyhu o
omrykama Cprcke [IpaBocnaBue LlpkBe, Mu jecmo u 6uhemMo 3ayBek, l-eHa BEpHA Ye/a.

I'oBopehu o nonmyHama, mocroje ABe OCHOBHE Kareropuje: 1) mpomeHa uMeHa (Tj. IpoMeHa
TEpUTOpHje HA KOjOj Y CTaB Baku), U 2) MaIoOpojHE Mame, He-CyIITHHCKE JonyHe. KoHkpeTHe
JIOIYHE 1 Pa3jIo3u BUXOBOT HacTaHKa cy cienehu:

1. Nwme Cpncka Ilpasocnasna Lpksea y Ceseproj u Jysicrnoj AmepuyuipOMEHEHO je y
Cpncxe Ilpasocnasne Enapxuje y Cjeournenum Amepuuxum [parcasamans cnenehux pasiora:

a) Hajmpe, ume je mpoMemeHo Aa 01 0AroBapajo HalleM reorpad)ckoM MpocTHpamy U 1a 0e3
CyMHE-€ TIOTBpIU Ja cMo Mu uHTerpaau neo Cprcke [IpaBocmasue [pkse-IlaTpujapmuje ca
Cenuinrem y beorpany, 6ynyhu na cmo Enapxuje Cprcke [IpaBocnaBue Llpkse, a HuKaKo
nocebHa ,,[[pkBa“;

6) Cseru Mappapuje je cCBOjeBpEMEHO YCIOCTaBUO aIMUHUCTPATUBHU LIEHTAp Y
JluGepTuBmity, y caBe3Hoj ap>kaBu MnuHoj, Te crora noanexxeMo 3akoHuma CjeanmeHnX
Amepnukux JlpxaBa, re paBHU, IOPECKH U OCUTypaBajyhu eHTUTETH [TOCTAa]y CBE BUIILIE
HeIpHjaTeJbCKH HACTPOj€HU Ka BEpCKUM opraHusanujama. Hactaspajyhu na GpyHKImoHumemMo
MoJ1 UMEHOM Koje ykibyuyje CeBepHy u Jy)KHY AMEpHKY, ayTOMaTCKU IPEy3UMaMo MpaBHY
OJITOBOPHOCT 3a cBe akTUBHOCTU y Enapxuju xanajackoj u Enapxuju jyxHo-
neHTpanrHoamepuukoj. Takohe, Emapxuja kaHaacka u jy>KHO-IIEHTpaTHOAMEpUUYKa MOTY OUTH
MpaBHO OATOBOpPHE 3a akTHBHOCTU Emapxuja y CA/l;

B) Ume Cpncka Ilpasocnasna Lpxea y CA/J u Kanaounpecrano je na noctoju 2007. rogune
Kajna je npomeweHo y Cpncxka [lpasocnasua Lpxea y Ceeproj u Jysicrnoj Amepuyu. BaxHo je
HanoMeHyTH 11a je Emapxuja kanancka 1995. roquHe ycBojuia 1 mmodesa Jia mpuMemyje
COIICTBEHU YNPaBHU JOKYMEHT, Cmamym, KOju je 3aXTeBajo KaHaJCKO 3aKOHOJABCTBO U KOjU




je omobpen ox crpane Cetor Apxujepejckor Cabopa Cprcke [IpaBocnasue Lpkse. On Tana,
Enapxuja xkanazacka yuectBoBania je y HamuM Llpksenum Caboprma caMo criopajJndHo, a 'y
pany Llentpannor Llpkenor CaBera — munumaiino. Oz 1995. HaoBaMo, KaHa/ICKO
3aKOHOJAaBCTBO 3a0panuio je Enapxuju kanazackoj aa ruiaha enapxujcku paspes Llerpannoj
Onarajuu koja ce Hanazu y CA/;

r) Cpncka [IpaBocnaBua Emapxuja OyeHocajpecka u jyKHO-IIEHTpaTHOAMEpHUUYKa 3aKOHCKH je
perucTpoBana y ApreHTHHH y CKJIaJy ca apréHTHHCKUM 3aKOHOM U 3aTo he ce y OyayhHoctu
yIpaBJbaTl Ha OCHOBY coricTBeHor Cmamyma. Jlakne, umajyhu y Bumgy 0poj
HAI[MOHATHUX/MHTEPHAIIMOHAIHUX MPAaBHUX CHCTEMa YKJbYUCHHX Y 0Baj ciydaj, CBetu
Apxujepejcku Cabop peno3Hao je HaBeIeHe YHHCHHIIE 1 0JJ00pHO MTPOMEHY HMEHA KaKko Ou
HCTO TAaYHO OCITMKABAJIO TPEHYTHO cTame Hammx enapxuja y CAJl u kako 6McMo ce ycariacuiu
ca 3akoHOM CA/] 1 3alITUTHIIN ce y OKBUPY ucTora. To je jenuHu pa3nior mpoMeHe UMeHa — U
HUIITA BHUILE O] TOTA.

2. OBo 1ITO cleny je ayTeHTHYHA JINCTa MabUX, CIIOPEIHUXI0MYHA,K0je CY Y
CKJIaJly ca rope HaBEJICHUM YUHIbEHE 3apajl jacHohe U aXKypupama JTOKyMeHaTa.

a) Ilpomena umena Cpncka Ilpasocnasua Lpkea y Cesepnoj u Jyocnoj Amepuyuy Cpncke
IIpasocnaene Enapxuje y Cjeoursenum Amepuuxum /Ipocasamay NOKyMEHTY yUUHCHAjeHA
ocHOBY omiyke Ceror Apxujepejckor Cabopa nonecene y majy 2018. roaune, kako 6u ce
Teputopuja ¥Ycrasa npunaronuinaCjequmeHuM AMepruukuM JlprkaBama.

0) IlpoMeHne jepapxujcke MPUPOJIE YUHLEHE HETTOCPEAHO 011 cTpaHe CBeTor Apxujepejckor
Cabopa:

1. Crpana 41: Cetu Apxwujepejcku Cunon 3amerbeH je Benmukum Lpksenum Cymom
(Anenarmonnom Cyzaom); u
2. Crpana 17: Benuku Lipksenu Cyn je mpuOpojaHynpaBHUM OpraHNMa;

B) IIpomene jepapxujcke npupoje koje je uzBpuno Enuckoncku Caset u ogoopuo Ceetu
Apxujepejcku Cabop:

1. Crpana 49: Lpkeenu Cabop ca3uBa ce CBaKuX IeT T'OJANHA, YMECTO CBAKE TPU
TOJIMHE; U
2. Crpana 61: CBakuenuckon uMa mpapo ja cazua Enapxujcky CKynImTHHY CBakKe

roauHEC, UJIU CBAKC APYIe UIIN Tpehe, YMECTO HAa rOAUIIEBLEM HUBOY,

r) IloBecHe nomyHe U U3MeEHe:

2008. Crpanune 89-91: Mcropuja YcTaBa je nonmymeHa U U3MEHEHA Kako O oj1pasuiia
CBE€ OHO IITO C€ JOTOAMIIO O] ITammnama Y craa (cmeha kmwura) 2008. roaune;
20009. Crpanune 105-107: Uctopuja Ommtux I[lpaBuna u Ypenabaje nonymeHa u

MU3MEHEHA Kako OM 0o/Ipa3uiiacBe MITO Ce JOTOIIIO O ITamnama Jennooopasuux [lpaBuna u
VYpenaba(xyTa Kiura); u




I1l. Ctpanuue 167-169: Hcropuja Jennoobpasnux IlpaBuna u Ypenabaje nomymeHa u
U3MemeHa Kako O 0Jjpa3uiia CBe IITO Ce JOTOIMIO O IITaMIIamka KyTe KIUTE,

n) Y JengnooOpasuum [IpaBunnma u Ypenbama, ciosa a, 0, B, T HTII. Cy 3aMemheHa OpojeBUMa,
Kako OM ce AUPEKTHO Moy Japaja ca eHIJIECKUM TEKCTOM (C 003UpOM Ha pa3iiiKe y a30ydHHOM

peny); u
h) Honare cy cnuke y 6oju rpba u 3actaBe Cpricke [IpaBocnasue L{pkse.

Y 6yayhHOCTH ce MOpajy U3BPIIUTHU JOJaTHA aXypupama. Ha mpumep, Hat
Yemaes,Jeonoobpasua Ilpasuna u Ypeoberne cioMumy e1eKTPOHCKE 0OJTMKE KOMYHUKAIU]E UITH
oJlprKaBamke cacTaHaka IyTeM TeneKkoHbepeHija u canydo. Hacrojahemo na 6yaemo mro je
BHUIle MOT'Yhe OTBOPEHU3ANPUCTYII Capakhe ca HAIIMM eMapXHjCKUM CaBeTUMa, IIPKBEHO-
IIKOJICKAM OIIIITHHAMA U MUCHOHAPCKUAM TTapoXujama, ¢ 003UpOM Jja CTPYYHHU 3aKOHOIaBHH
onoop Lentpannor [{pkBenor CaBera nopalyje npeniokeHe u3MeHe U I0IyHe Kako OM BaM ce
MpyXuia MOTyhHOCT Jia morajpeTe Balll MOBPaTHH OATOBOP MPE HErOBOT YCBajama Ha
cienchem Lpkeenom Cabopy.

OHO 1ITO je jako BaXKHO, HEBE3aHO 3a caM Ycmas, je To, a yclie ] reorpag)CKiux KOHTypa
Emuckornicku Caser Emapxuja Cpncke [IpaBociaae Lpkse y CeBepHoj, LlenTpanaoju JyxHO]
AMepuIn 0CTaje MOTITYHO HEOKPHEH, KA0 IEeTOBUTO00jeInbYjyhi, TyXOBHH U €KIIMCHOJIOIIKHI
daxTop y AMepuuu.

Bbpaho u cectpe, Hamamo ce Aa je rope HaBeIeHO M0jaCHUIIO YUHE-EHE TIPOMEHe, 300T Yera cy
OHE U3BpIIEHE, Ka0 ¥ BUXOBY HeonxoAHOocT. Mu cmo Emapxuje name Majke Llpkse, Cpricke
[TpaBocnasHe LlpkBe-Ilarpujapiimje, 1 BEpHU CMO M TI0]] KAHOHCKO-XH]epapXujCKUM
aytoputetoMm Ceror Apxujepejckor Cabopa, unju [Ipencennuk je [IpaBocnaBHu
Apxuenuckon nehku, MuTpornonut 6eorpajcko-kapiioBauku u [laTpujapx cpricki.

Bamm monutBennuu npen ['ocnoaom,

JIOHI'MH, Enuckon HOBOrpauyaHUYKO-CPEIHE3a1aJHOaMEPHUUKH
MAKCHM, Enuckon 3amagHoaMepudKu
HNPUHEJ, Enuckon HCTOYHOAMEPUYKH

I[MPEACEJABAJYRU 22. [IPKBEHOI' CABOPA

STATEMENT
Regarding the Episcopal Council for North, Central and South America, the St. Sava

Serbian Orthodox School of Theology,
Constitutional Matters and Draft Child Protection Policies and Procedures

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Priests and Deacons, Venerable Monastics, the Members and
Parishioners of the Church-School Congregations and Mission Parishes of the Serbian Orthodox




Dioceses in the United States of America
For God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints
(1 Corinthians 14:33)

Beloved Clerics, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It has come to our attention that misinformation continues to circulate on the Internet, related to
the Church Assembly-Sabor which was held in July 2019. Out of our pastoral love and concern for
our faithful Clergy and Laity, ever mindful of the Scriptural adage, you shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free (John 8:32), we state the following to liberate you of your doubt:

The Episcopal Council for North, Central and South America

® First, as we clearly set forth in the “Statement” that we issued on August 1, 2019
(https://serborth.org/news_190805_1), the Episcopal Council of the Serbian Orthodox Church for
North, Central and South America continues to exist and is comprised of the following Bishops:
Longin of New Gracanica-Midwestern American, Mitrophan of Canada, Maxim of Western
America, Irinej of Eastern America, and Kirilo of Buenos Aires and South-Central America. Any
suggestion that the Bishops of Canada and South America have been excluded from this Episcopal
Council is simply false.

The St. Sava Serbian Orthodox School of Theology

® Second, among its many functions, this five-member Episcopal Council is also in charge of and
continues to supervise the work of the St. Sava Serbian Orthodox School of Theology (Libertyville-
Third Lake). At the recent Church Assembly-Sabor held in July 2019, a report regarding the St. Sava
School of Theology was presented and discussed at length (https://serborth.org/news_190728_1).
The report included mention of some improvements to the overall life of the School, such as the
establishment of a Trusteeship Council to assist the Dean in administrative and financial matters.

Further study on all matters concerning the School, including its compliance with the laws and
regulations of the State of Illinois, its accreditation and future, will be done by the above-described
five-member Episcopal Council in coordination/tandem with the Holy Synod of Bishops in
Belgrade. The Holy Synod may send a Commission to evaluate the School. In preparation for the
visit of the Commission, the Episcopal Council is consulting educational, legal, financial and other
relevant experts to objectively assess the School without any pre-conceived agenda, so that the
Episcopal Council can make authoritative recommendations to the Holy Synod.

Constitutional Matters

® Third, with respect to our current and long-standing (not new!) Constitution and related
governing documents, we once again ask you, our dear spiritual children, to carefully read our
Statement issued on August 1 (https://serborth.org/news_190805_1), which explains the
arrondation (limitation in territorial scope) of the existing Constitution to only the territory of the
USA (decided by the Holy Assembly of Bishops at its meeting in May 2018) and how this territorial
arrondation of the Constitution resulted in the changing of our constitutional title, which now
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reflects the de facto reality of the actual territorial jurisdiction of this document, the United States of
America.

We again want to remind everyone that the holy canons of our Church leave certain decisions to the
Bishops alone. One of those decisions is changes to the territory of a diocese. Only a diocesan
bishop can propose a territorial change to his diocese and only the Holy Assembly of Bishops can
allow and approve any changes. We remind everyone of the recent territorial changes which
occurred in 2009, when final administrative unity was achieved. Diocesan boundaries were changed
(e.g. the Metropolitanate of Chicago and Libertyville was created and then abolished), and all of
these changes were done by the Bishops and these changes then automatically became part of our
Constitution. Those territorial changes were not done by a vote at the Church Assembly—Sabor,
but were proposed by the affected Bishops and were then approved by decisions of the Holy
Assembly of Bishops. That is exactly what has taken place regarding our Constitution and related
governing documents.

Draft Child Protection Policies and Procedures

® Fourth, at the recent Church Assembly—Sabor in July 2019, there was an educational safety
presentation for Clergy and Laity on the current liability issues facing all religious organizations in
the USA, including our three USA Dioceses. The focus of the presentation was on child protection
policies and procedures that are being developed and implemented by many religious organizations
and denominations, as a direct response to new State and Federal legislation, regulations and caselaw
concerning child sexual molestation and abuse claims. The Episcopal Council has been working with
insurance and legal experts in enhancing our current Diocesan policies and procedures.

These enhanced policies and procedures are still in draft form and have not yet been
promulgated/adopted by the Episcopal Council. During the educational safety presentation at the
Sabor, mention was made that many US States, the once-sacred “Priest-Penitent Privilege” has been
abolished. In plain language what that means is that, in these States, all clergy (Orthodox, Catholic,
Protestant, etc) are now required to immediately report any knowledge of sexual molestation of a
minor, including but not limited to knowledge gained during the course of the confession. We are
told that many more US States are also considering abolishing the Priest-Penitent Privilege and we
expect that judicial rulings will also further eroded the Priest-Penitent privilege in child abuse
situations.

The Episcopal Council is greatly troubled by the abolition/erosion of the Priest-Penitent Privilege —
however, the Episcopal Council has no choice but to come to terms with this tragic change and we
must develop a coherent and canonically correct Orthodox Christian response. We have invited and
look forward to receiving concrete proposals from our own Serbian Orthodox clergy and laity (as
well as from our sister Orthodox Christian jurisdictions and other Christian denominations which
have the Holy Mystery of Confession), on how we as Serbian Orthodox Hierarchs should respond
and deal with this tragic development and change to US law.

Internet “Postings” and “E-Petitions”

® Last, the unsigned and anonymous internet “postings” and “e-petitions” attacking the Episcopal
Council, the Central Council and their working committees, particularly the Legal Risk and




Compliance Committee, are wholly unfounded and should be ignored.

Knowing that the Church “is in the world, but it is not of this world”, we seek the expertise of many
subject-matter experts in dealing with central/national, diocesan and local parish issues on a regular
basis. The experts we consult are not limited to legal experts, but we also regularly work with
financial, educational, insurance and other experts. Unsubstantiated, and unattributed attacks on the
members of any of our expert committees is unfair and unethical, because these committees work at
our request to help us protect our Dioceses, parishes, monasteries and other institutions in the USA.

With respect to the Legal Risk and Compliance Committee, we regularly ask our lawyers (who
volunteer all of their time!) to identify and help develop canonically permissible responses to the
risks imposed by the multiple legal systems that our Church confronts in the United States. The sole
purpose of this committee is to advise the Episcopal Council and the Central Council with regard to
strategies and actions that will protect the Bishops, Clergy, Laity, and assets of the Dioceses of the
Serbian Orthodox Church in the United States. Rather than being attacked, we must all thank our
lawyers for the countless volunteer hours they spend protecting our Church! As the Church of
Christ, we are in the House of God, but the building of the House of God, which is the Church, is
still in progress and continuing.

Therefore, we call on you, the faithful children of Saint Sava to:

e REFRAIN from falling victim to these deceptive and ill-intended internet “postings” and "e-
petitions”, and from becoming signatories; and

e AVOID circulating or, God-forbid, signing your own name where you do not know the name of
the author of an article (or a posting, or a document), or where you do not have personal knowledge
of the “facts”, which are put forth, nor the intended end use of the petition, of your signature and of
your contact information.

We further remind you that “petitioning” of any kind within the Holy Community of God is in
direct contradiction to canons, laws, teachings and church-hierarchical structure of our Serbian
Orthodox Church. Moreover, a petition is a mirror of the ethos and, in essence is a mainstay, of
Protestantism and totally non-Orthodox in character. We again invite our Clergy and Laity to
communicate any and all concerns, suggestions or comment on any of the issues described above
directly to us, your Diocesan Bishops. As the community of the people of God in history moving on
a path towards the Heavenly Kingdom, we continue to embrace that open dialogue with all.
September 7, 2019

IN LIBERTYVILLE

Your intercessors before Christ,
LONGIN, Bishop of New Gracanica-Midwestern America

MAXIM, Bishop of Western America
IRINE], Bishop of Eastern America

LT, pehu hemr Tu, 3ap Hema u xpurthana Koju ce AoIIe BAaAQjy U HE3HAOOKAIIA, KOJHU IIPOBOAE
KHUBOT Y BpAHHH? Aa IIOCTOje XpUIThaHU KOJ! KHBE AOIIIE, TO H ja 3HAM; 4 Ad AW IIOCTOje




He3HAOOIIIIN KOJU KUBE BPAHHCKH, TO CTBAPHO JOII YBEK HE 3HAM... AAM Aa C€ HE OMCMO HEKOME
ITOKA3aAH Ka0 oyOnTE/SH CIIOperba, cAoxkuheMo ce Aa Mehy He3HaOOIIIIIMA ITOCTOje ASYAU KOJI
xuBe AOOPO... [Toraeaaj, mehyrum, kako ux XpHCTOC AUIIIABA CBAKOT OIIpaBAarba. OH roBOPH Aa je
?Ceeraoct aomraa y cer?. Aa aum cy I'a Tpamuan, ropopu OH, Aa AH Cy c€ TPYAHAH, OpuHyAHR Aa 2
mahy? CBeTAOCT je cama muMa AOIIIAZ; MeDyTHM, HU TaAd HUCY IIOXUTAAH K B0j. AKO 1 Mehy
xpurrhaHIMa HEKH KHUBE IIOPOYHO, Y BE3H ca TUM heMo nmpumeTuTH A2 XPHUCTOC HE TOBOPH O
OHHMA KOJH CY IIOCTAAH XPHIThaHI OA POhema U IPUMUAH BEPY OA IIPEAAKA (HAKO Cy CE YECTO OHHU
IIOPOYHUM KUBOTOM YKAOHHAH OA IIPABOT YY€Hha); YHHH MH CE Ad CE OBAE HE TOBOPH O buMa, Beh
O ASYAHMA KOJH CY U3 JVAE)CTBA HAU HE3HAOOIITBA MOPAAU A4 C€ OOpaTe IpaBoj Bepu. (Xpucroc)
ITOKa3yje Aa HUKO, HaAa3ehu ce y 3a0AyAm, Hehe mmoxeAeTH Aa ce 0OpaTH BEPH, AKO IIPE TOTa CAMOME
ceOHM He OAPEAT AODAp KUBOT, I HUKO Hehe OCTaTH y HEBEP]y aKO IIPE TOIa HE OAAYYIH AQ 32YBEK
ocrane 320. Hemoj Mu roBopuTH A2 je HEKO IIEAOMYAPEH U HeBepyjyhu; Huje BpANHA CaMO Y TOME.
Koja je kopucr, mmaru Te ocoduse, a Outu pod cyjeTHe Mace U cTuAehH ce cBOjuX mpHjaresa,
ocratu y 3a0AyAn? To Huje BpAHHCKO KuB/boerbe. Pob cyjere Huje 6051 OA OAYAHHKA; YaK YMHH U
MHOTO Behe rpexe oa Oayaunka. Mebyrnm, mokaku Mu HeKOT Mehy He3HaOOIIIIMa KO Ou 010
CAODOAAH OA CBHX CTPacTd U 0e3 HMjeAHOr IopokKa: Heherrr Mohu Aa M OKazKerr.

Ceemu Josarn 3aamoyem, becede na [esarhesmwe 00 Josana, 28.2-3

The more a man is found worthy to receive God's gifts, the more he ought to consider himself a
debtor to God, who has raised him from the earth and bestowed on dust the privilege of imitating to
some degree its Creator and God. For to endure injustice with joy, patiently to do good to one's
enemies, to lay down one's own life for one's neighbor, and so on, are gifts from God, bestowed on
those who are resolved to receive them from Him through their solicitude in cultivating and protecting
what has been entrusted to them, as Adam was commanded to do. S% Peter of Damascus

From the Church Board President
To the parishioners of the St. George Church Community:

I would like to thank our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in allowing me the opportunity to serve
as your President. It truly has been a continual learning experience. | have attempted to uphold
the position to the extremely high standards that were set by the previous Presidents.

Starting with our New Year’s Celebration to our Sveti Sava Program, Folk Festival, Pascha,
Church Slava, Serbfest, Bowling Tournament, EOY C, Ethnic Festival and Choir Concert, just to
name a few, it has been an exciting time in our parish. We have had another busy and eventful
year that will continue the remainder of 2019!!! Don’t forget our upcoming Bazaar,
November 23rq!!!

It has also been a busy year in maintaining our properties. With last year focusing on the parish
home improvements, this year we have focused on the church and cultural center. We have been
able to complete several projects and have several others in progress. Additionally, to enhance
our property and provide a safer place for our children to play, a new basketball court was added.
It is a great sight to see our children spend time together in enjoyment on a safe place instead of
the church parking lot.




We have continued to pay down the mortgage of our property, with plans to pay it off in the
coming months! Thanks to everyone for their hard work, dedication and donations. Imagine, how
much we have been blessed to have the ability to enjoy our facilities and have a beautiful church
to pray together every Sunday! Glory to God!

It has been just over a year that we welcomed Father Radomir, Popadija Alena and their family
to our parish. As Father Radomir continues to learn the Kansas City way, we look forward to
many years of religious guidance and assistance in becoming better Orthodox Christians.

As | have mentioned previously, | believe that the Church should be a place where we can all
attend and look to one another for support, guidance and friendship. With that being said, |
would again challenge all of us to be more encouraging and positive towards one another. We
have enough problems, stress and various other issues in our daily lives that we can use our
Church to offset these issues with heart-warming activities that are available in our Church
community.

Yours in Christ,

Paul Bajich

Church President

“Ask not what the Church can do for you,
But what You can do for Your Church”

Kolo Sisters Report

The St. George Circle of Sisters (Kolo) has been busy!

This summer, the Kolo financially supported 20 St. George campers by sending them to
EOYC (Eastern Orthodox Youth Camp). Campers who had at least 75% church school
attendance received a full scholarship to EOYC. Those with at least 50% church school
attendance received a 50% scholarship for camp fees.

The ladies club has also been very supporttive of the children's folklore program in the last
year with financial support for a choreographer/teacher to teach the children traditional
folklore dances as well as providing funds for ethnic costumes.

Please mark your calendars for the following events:

Kolo Slava, celebrating Sveta Petka, Sunday, October 27th

Bazaar, Saturday, November 23rd

The ladies club has already begun preparations for the bazaar with the making of strudels
and povitica breads. Please begin making kolachi (cookies) and torte (cakes) for the
Bazaar. Please contact Seja Bajich-Bach, Kolo President, to volunteer for the Bazaar. All
are welcome!

Finally, please consider volunteering to host coffee hour after liturgy. There are still several
dates available and are in need of a host.

Seja's email address: svpetkake@gmail.com

Thank you for supporting our St. George Church and Ladies Club.

St. George Choir News
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It is hard to believe that it is already almost fall and 2019 will soon be coming to a close.
The choir has had another busy year with several annual events that we sponsor at our church or
on behalf of our parish.

The annual Ethnic Enrichment Festival was held in August at Swope Park in Kansas
City, MO. The choir again sponsored the Serbia booth and sold food and dessert items. The choir
also promoted our upcoming bazaar with passing out flyers. On Saturday at the festival, our
choir sang Oce Nas, the Star Spangled Banner and Boze Pravde along with our kids doing kolo
dances.

This is a great event that allows the choir to show the greater Kansas City Metro our great
heritage! |1 would like to thank those outside of the choir membership that helped in our booth or
baked items for us to sell. If you have never been to the Ethnic Festival, please consider going
next year as it is a great event to experience the other cultures represented as well.

The choir held our annual choir concert weekend September 7-8 with honored guest choir
Serbian Men’s Choir “Kosovo”. This was the first time we were able to host this choir in our
parish and for those able to attend it was great to listen to them at the concert and their beautiful
responses Sunday in church.

Also participating was the St. Nicholas Choir from Omaha and our local Jr. Choir.
Special thanks to all who came during this weekend and helped welcome our out of town guests.
Concert weekends are a great opportunity for us to show Kansas City hospitality and our
beautiful property. The choir also has been traveling and will continue to travel in the fall this
year.

In May we participated in the Serbian Singing Federation’s Choral Festival held this year
in Milwaukee and in October (5-6) we will travel to Omaha for their annual concert weekend. In
November (1-3) our choir will travel to Joliet and be the honored guest choir in that parish. Soon
our choir will start to practice Christmas music for the upcoming Nativity holidays which is hard
to believe but another reason to be thankful with every passing year. The choir appreciates the
support we receive from our parish at our events and it is our hope that you enjoy our choral
responses each Sunday in church!

Thank you!
Brad Hijaz, choir president

St. George Church
Church School Superintendent Report
2019-2020

Our 2019-2020 church school year, which started September 15, 2019, is off to a great start.
After Divine Liturgy and a prayer service for the upcoming school year, the students were
surprised with a visit from Kona Ice! We are very fortunate to have an experienced group of
teachers returning to assist in the teaching of our Orthodox faith to our children.

In addition to learning about our Orthodox faith, regular attendance is important for those
children who attend the Eastern Orthodox Youth Camp each summer. Our Kolo Sestara has
generously underwritten 100% of the camp fee for those students who have a 75% or greater
attendance for the church school year and 50% of the camp fee for those students whose
attendance falls between 50% - 75% during the church school year. This generous gift from our
Kolo is a REWARD to those students with good attendance. | cannot emphasize enough how
important it is that every child in our parish be an active participant in our church school




program so that they may be properly educated in our Orthodox faith and its teachings. Please
take advantage of this great opportunity.

We have 55 students registered, with a weekly average of approximately 30 students in
class. Our school is comprised of the following classes/instructors:

Pre K & Kindergarten: Leah Lemley (12 Students)
1st— 4m Grade: Stephanie Mattivi (12 Students)

5th - 7th Grade: Carol Bobick (14 Students)

8th & 9th Grade: Shauna Bajich (9 Students)

10t — 12t Grade: Miro Cubric (8 Students)

On Saturday, October 12th, we will be enjoying a day/night Zabava hosted by Lisa & Andy
Gribble. Our Annual Christmas Performance will be held on Badnja Vece, with the children
performing traditional carols in both English and Serbian. Additionally, our annual St. Sava
Celebration & Program will be held on Sunday, January 26th, 2020.

It goes without saying, that it is imperative as parents we make certain that our children attend
church school class on a regular basis, so that they may be properly educated in our Orthodox
faith. This is a very important part of the foundation of their religious instruction, supplementing
that which should be taught in the home. We are fortunate to have a strong church school
program to assist in this area.

Thanks to everyone for allowing us another great start to this 2019/2020 church school year!

Paul Bajich
Church School Superintendent

Hello EOYC Parents and Campers,

We hope that your school year has started off well!

The EOYC Executive Board will host a Fall social event called, "Taste of EOYC." This event is
for both parents and campers. We also hope that you share the information with others in your
church communities who may be considering EOYC in the future.

The schedule for the event is below. Briefly, we would like both the parents and campers to
experience some of the activities that fill our days/nights at camp.

St. George Serbian Orthodox Church, Lenexa, KS will be hosting the event. We also will have
lots of EOYC counselors attending/running the activities.

Please RSVP for this event. A $10 donation for those 12 and above is requested for dinner. $5
for children under 12. There will also be a cash bar.

An event flier is attached with additional information.

Schedule for Saturday, 10/19 5-11pm

5:00pm Vespers (Church)

5:25-5:35pm Distribute Name tags with "color" teams (Little Hall)

5:35-6:15pm Evening Events field/basketball court (rain backup--Big Hall/little hall)
6:30-7:15pm Dinner (Big Hall)

7:15-7:45pm Crafts (Small Hall)



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-taste-of-eoyc-registration-71278121781

7:45-8:00pm Heads or Tails game (Big Hall) $10 entry for a $200 camp scholarship
8:00-8:45pm Ethnic Dance (Big Hall)

8:45pm-10:00 Dance Party (big hall) and Smores/Campfire on the patio

10:00-10:45pm Rap with Fr. Chris (Talk session) for high school students only. (Basement of
Hall).

We hope that many of our campers outside the Kansas City-area will be able to attend the
event. There are several hotels located near the church. Out of town guests are welcome to
attend liturgy on Sunday at St. George or any of the other Orthodox churches in KC. Such as
Holy Trinity, St. Dionysios or Annunciation.

Additional EOYC Information:

Sunday, September 22 1:30-2:30pm EOYC General Board Meeting (Open to interested
parents, grandparents, counselors, and other EOY C adult supporters will be held at Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church, Kansas City, Missouri. The EOYC Executive Board is elected at this
meeting

E.OYC 2020, Sunday, July 26 until Saturday, August 1, 2020 at Tall Oaks. The EOYC
Executive Board is very pleased to announce that the new camp director will be Alec Chambers
in 2020. Alec has served as the Assistant Camp Director since 2015. We look forward to his
leadership!

Thank you again for supporting EOYC and our Orthodox Youth. We look forward to another
great year of EOYC activities.

Yours in Christ,

Jelena Ozegovic

Camp Director (2014-2019)

Memorial and Special Donations

In Memory of Protinica Mary In Memory of Linda
Bajich Budimlija
Mr. & Mrs. Milorad Samardzija $50.00 Ms. Donna Lemley $25.00
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lemley $25.00
In Memory of Clara Ryder
Mr & Mrs. Joel Miller $100.00 In Memory of Velma
Budimlija
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cora $100.00
In Memory of Raymond
Radojevich
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Casey $200.00 In Memory of Peter and
Velma Budimlija
Mzt. & Mrs. Ron Eisenhower $50.00 Mzr. & Mrs. Michael Cora $100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Foltz $100.00




Mr. & Mrs. John Gratton
Ms. Nancy Gratton
Ms. Louise Hancock

Ms. Sue Hancock

Mzr. & Mrs. Bill Horton

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Kennon
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Lauber
Ms. Kristen Leathers

Ms. Donna Lemley

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lemley
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Miller

Mr. John Monchil

Mzt. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher
Ms. Beverly Sobotka

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ubert
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Venema

Anonymous

In Memory of Nick Docman,

Jr.

Ms. Gloria Docman
Mr & Mrs. Joel Miller
Mzr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Venema

$100.00
$5,000.00
$50.00

$50.00

$40.00
$50.00
$40.00
$100.00
$25.00
$25.00

$25.00

$50.00
$25.00
$50.00
$25.00
$50.00

$80.00

$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

$100.00

In Memory of John Petrovich

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

In Memory of Marija
Zakovich
Ms. Donna Lemley

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Venema
Ms. Paris Zakovich

Mr. Rade Zakovich

In Memory of Delores Supica
Malinovich
Ms. Connie Hijaz

Ms. Donna Lemley

Mzr. & Mrs. Stephen Lemley
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Miller

Mzr. John Monchil

Ms. Sylvaine Neises

Mzr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher

Mr. & Mrs. Milorad Samardzija

Ms. Beverly Sobotka

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Venema

In Memory of Zeljka Skavo
Lugonja
Dr. Radmila Samardzija

$20.00

$40.00
$50.00
$25.00
$50.00

$100.00

$50.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$50.00
$50.00
$25.00

$25.00

$50.00

$50.00

$50.00




In Memory of William Haines

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

In Memory of Anthony Planick

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

In Memory of Dick Smith

Mzr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, St.

In Memory of
George & Andree Budimlija

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Venema

In Memory of Ingrid Gribble

Mrs. Kathleen Braun

In Memory of Milorad
Marinovich
Mtr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

In Memory of Ida Lora Haines

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

$40.00

$20.00

$70.00

$100.00

$25.00

$20.00

$20.00

Ms. Connie Hijaz

In Memory of Gerald L.

Henre
Dr. & Dr. Dan Gurba

Ms. Helen Gurba

Mr. & Mrs. David Kovac

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kimbell

In Memory of Gerald L.

Henre
Ms. Donna Lemley

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Miller

Ms. Melanie Miller

Mzr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher
Mzt. & Mrs. Richard Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Zeck

Anonymous

In Memory of Mary
Stepanovich
Mzr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

In Memory of Aurther
Aneson
Mzr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

$50.00

$100.00
$25.00
$30.00

$100.00

$100.00
$25.00
$50.00
$75.00
$100.00
$100.00

$20.00

$20.00

$20.00




In Memory of Daniel Sekerak

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

For the Health and Salvation of

Joey Mattivi and Cody Pleacher

Mztr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher

In Celebration of the Baptism
of
Courtney and Brook Haines

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

In Celebration of their
Wedding
Crown Service

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

For the Health and Happiness
of
Tony and Carolyn Planick

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, St.

For the Health and Salvation of
Neven Clyde Shaw

Mr. & Mrs. Milorad Samardzija

$20.00

$25.00

$100.00

$2000.00

$20.00

$100.00

In Memory of Mildred
Sekerak
Mzr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

For the Health and Salvation
of
Dalena Haines Ruble

Mzr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.
Courtney, Brook, Earl Haines,
Jr.

Earl, Courtney, Brook, Alissa,
Dean

In Celebration of the
Birthday of
Sydney Pleacher

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Pleacher

For the Health and
Happiness of
Dan and Carol Gurba
Ms. Seja Bajich-Bock
Ms. Norma Buchwach
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Cubric
Ms. Connie Hijaz
Ms. Donna Lemley
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lemley

Ms. Linda Dodig-Lewis

Ms. Melanie Miller

$20.00

$20.00

$40.00

$20.00

$25.00

$50.00

$50.00
$50.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$30.00

$100.00




For the Health and Salvation of

Lionel Segura

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Haines, Sr.

$20.00

Mr. John Monchil

Dr. Radmila Samardzija

$50.00

$40.00
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