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A message from Fr. Radomir ...

Your fate was decided a long time ago.

But who cares? It was so long ago, it doesn’t really matter.

Except that it does.

June 28, 1389. Yes, that’s 14t century. That’s how long ago your destiny took shape.

You’ve probably guessed that I'm talking about |7dovdan — a solemn Serbian national holiday. A
feast day that commemorates how St Lazar snatched a heavenly victory — from utter defeat

...and his own death. And how his sacrifice changed the fate of Europe, and the whole world.

Because if it hadn’t been for Tsar Lazar, St George’s church in Lenexa wouldn’t have existed.
More than that, you probably would be speaking Turkish today and worshipping Allah.

I hope you are not saying: “Big deal!”

But with so many gurus out there saying that “all religions lead to god” or — in the same vein: “all
gods are one”, I have to make sure you are 100% clear why idovdan is important to you
personally 650 years later. Because accepting the truth about your roots gives you the freedom to
figure out what God really wants from you.

I know you’ve heard all of it: blah-blah-blah, “we all stand on the shoulders of giants”...

“Who cares, you might say, I’'m more worried about inflation. Where’s Tsar Lazar now? Why
isn’t he doing something about the situation?”

I know you’re not going to like what I’'m about to say. But I need to say it. And you need to hear
it. Because I know that you are a worthy descendent of St Lazar. And you need to know that Tsar
Lazar spent his life worrying about problems much more serious than inflation and high gas
prices.

He witnessed his people tortured and killed, his population dwindling, churches burned, Serbian
lands snatched away... And he decided that it was up to him to stop it. And he did.
And if say to yourself: “If only Tsar Lazar was here today, I’d ask him to do something...”

Wishing he were here isn’t going to help, unfortunately. But I can tell you what can.

The truth is, Tsar Lazar is more accessible to you #sday, than if you had a real-life time machine,
could travel back in time, and meet with him at his palace...
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How? You already know the answer. Tsar Lazar is with each person who calls on him for help —
in prayer. And he’s definitely there for YOU.

Just think about this: T'sar Lazar sacrificed his life for his country, and for Orthodoxy, and for
Christ. This means, that he lay down his life for you, too. And he did all of this when he was
just a human man. Today he is much more. He is a saint. And you don’t have to build a time

machine, write petitions, beg at the gate to see the ruler of Serbia so he can fix your problems.

St Lazar has way more power today as a saint than he ever had as an omnipotent despot.
And if you’re worried — ask for his help. And he will answer. Why am I so sure?

Because he made an investment. The biggest investment someone can make. He lay down his life
for Serbia, for the Orthodox Church, and ultimately — for you...

Do you ever make an investment — however small - even $100, and then forget about it? How
about $10,000? The more skin in the game you have, the more you’re interested in a project.

Well, think about what Tsar Lazat’s investment was — his own blood. Would he ever NOT be
interested in helping you? You already are reaping benefits of his sacrifice — daily.

See for yourself: you’ve got a beautiful church, and a priest and a deacon, and a choir, and a
vibrant parish life.

But is that enough? Is that all that St Lazar fought for?

NO.

Turns out, you’re not using even 1/100 of the power St Tsar Lazar has to share with you.
And if you’re anxious, if you feel lost, weak, overwhelmed, in need of a powerful protector...
Ask Tsar Lazar.

Go ahead, ask him now. Say: “Holy Tsar Lazar, help me with XYZ!” He’s listening.

And he will help you. Because you are his descendant. And he’d sacrifice his life again today — for
you.

So, use his sacrifice. Use it to your advantage. Don’t throw it away and pretend that what
happened in history, stays in history... Because Tsar Lazar is still alive. And he will never fail you.
As he never failed his people, and his country.

Holy Tsar Lazar, pray to God for us!

In Christ, Fr. Radomir
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Baute cyotuna je ooasro odnyuena.

Aan, kora opura? To je buao aaBHO 1 BuIre Huje BaXKHO.

Ocum 11710 jecte BaKHO.

28 jyma, 1389. V 14-om Bexy. ToAaunko je Ayro je TpebaAo Aa ce Barra cyAbuHa popMupa.
Hapasro Aa roBopum o Buaosaany — mHammem Beankom nipa3auky. [ Ipasank xoju mommme Kaxo je
[Tap Aazap A00mo HEOGECKY TOOEAY OA ITOpa3a U OA HErose corcrsere cMptu. bberosa :xprsa je

pomeHnAa cyAbuny EBporre i mieaor cBera.

Jep Aa muje 6mao Llapa Aazapa, Harra cBeroreoprujeBcka mapoxuja y /\eHekcu He O1 ITOCTOjaAAa.
BepoBaruo My 6ucMo cBr roBOpuAH HA TYPCKOM j€3HUKy M KAAEBAAH CE AAAXY.

3HaM A2 BamMa HHJe TO CBEJEAHO.

AAM MHOTH TYPyOBH KaKy “‘CBE PEAHTH]E BOAEC OOTY” MAHM HA UCTU HAYHH ‘‘CBU OOTOBH Cy UCTH
HMaKO TO HUje ucTuHa HuKako. Tpedare suatu 100% 3arrro Budosdar je Baxan Bama amano 650
ITOCAE caMor 00ja. Jep 3HATH U IPUMUTH HUCTHHY O CBOJUM KOPEHHMA Adje BaMa CAODOAY Aa
cazHare 11r1a bor 3amcra Tpaxxu oA Bac.

2 ¢

3HaMm Aa cTe cBe OBO IIpe 9yAn: “‘Oaa—0Aa-06Aa”, “‘CBH CTOJUMO HA PEMEHHMA BEAUKAHA ...

“barmr me Opura” MOkAa roBopuTe Capa, ‘Opmuem Burre o nadaaruju. ['ae je Llap Aazap casa?
3aITo OH HE PaAd HHUINTA O OBOj CHTyalHjur’”

Hehe Bam ce cubartu ono 1rro hy pehu. Aam Mmopam 1o a2 Bam kaxem. M Bu Mmopate Aa ra
ayjere. Baxuo je jep 3uam aa cre docmojunu nacaednuyu cs. Nasapa. V1 mopare Aa 3Hate Aa je Llap
Aasap mpoBeo cBoj KuBOT OpuHyhHu 0 IpobAEMHIMa MHOTO O30M/MASHHE|U OA HH(BAAIT]E U

BHCOKHX ITICHA raca.

AMYHO je BUAEO KAKO EbETOB HAPOA CTPaAd, IIPKBE VHHIIITEHE, CPIICKE 3eMMde OAy3ere. ..
OAAYYHO je A2 MOpa 3aycTaBuTu cse To. M ycrreo je.

M axo mmurare ce: “Aa je Ilap Aasap oBAe AaHAC, IUTA0 OUX ra Aa ypaAu Hemro...”
Camo xema aa Hama riomorue Hehe momohn Ha xaroct. Aan pehuhy Bama 1rra Moske.

Wcrmma je aa Lap Aasap je aooctynan Bama dariac Buine Hero ukaa!l Hak Aa mmare BpeMEIIAOB U Ad
IyTyjeTe Ha3aA Y IPOIIAOCTH Ad I'd CPETHETE I'a ¥ FbeTOBOM ABOPY OH j€ CaAa BHIIIE AOCTYIIAH. ..

Kaxko? Bu Behe suare oarosop. Llap Aasap je ca cBakom 0cOOOM Koja Tpazke IToMoh oA mera —
moautBoM. OH je AecpuamTHBHO TY 32 BAC.
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Pacmucanre: Hap Aasap je :KpTBOBAaO CBOj KHUBOT 3a CBOJy 3eMAY, 3a [IpaBocaaBme, u 3a Xpucra.
To 3Ha4YM AQ je U CBOj )KUBOT IIOAOXKHO 3a Bac Takobhe. To je cBe ycrreo AOK je OHO camo
gosek. Aanac je maoro Behe oa Tora. OH je cBeram. Tume He MOpaTe HAIIPABUTH BPEMEIIAOB,
ITOKPEHYTH IIETUIIN]jE, MOAUTE CTParKapa Aa BHAUIII ITapa CPIICKOT Ad PEIIH Balle IIpoOAEME.

Cs. Aazap je MohHUju AaHAC KA0 CBETAIl BUIIE HEro KaA je 6uo Llap. Axo 6punere —
Tpakurte mberopy momoh. Oarosopuhe Bama. 3amrro caMm TOAMKO CUTypaH?

Jep om je manpasuo unBectunnjy. Hajsehy naBectuinjy xojy gosek moxe Hapasutu. [loaoxuo
cBoj xuBOT 32 CpbuHjy, 3a [IpaBocaasny LIpkBy, n Harrocaerky - 3a Bac...

Aa A cTEe MKaA YAOKHAH Y HEIITO - HeONTHO KOAHKO MaAo — 100§ 1 onAa 3a60paBuan cre o
tomer A mrra axo je 10,0008? Ako je Beha nHBecTHIINja BU CTE BUIIIE HHTEPECOBAHU Y TOM

ITPOjEKTY.

Koja je 6maa uasecturmja Lapa Aazapa? Kps merosa. Kako HE Bl 6uo sannrepecoBan aa Bam
romorHe? Bu eh kameTe ITAOAOBE HEroBe KPTBE — AHEBHO.

[Toraeaajre camu: MMaTe IIPEACITY LIPBKY, CBEIIITEHUKA U HaKOHA, XOP, U KUBAXAH ITAPOXUJUCKH
KHUBOT.

Aa au je mo dosomro? Aa au camo sa mo Ce. Aapas pamosao?
HE.
Msraepa aa 7 1/100 cuae Llapa Aazapa kojy AeAn BamMa HE KOPUCTHTE.

Axo cre 3a0puHyTH, aKO ce oherare n3ryoseru, caadbu, omnrepehern, u Tpeba Bam MohHI
3AIITUTHUK. . .

[Turrajre Llapa Aasapa.

‘77

Xajae, mrajre ra caaa. Perre: “Cs. Llape Aazape momosu mu ca A,B,L1..!” On caymmra.

[Tomohuhe Bam jep Bu cre meroB Hacednux. OH OH KPTBOBAO CBOJj ’KUBOT OIIET AAHAC - 34 BaC.
Tako, KOpHCTHTE BETOBY KPTBY y Barry kopucty. He oaDartujre je m MucamTe Aa OHO IIITO ce
AECHAO y HcTOpHje OcTaje camo y ucrtopuju...Jep Llap Aasap je »xus. Hehe Bac Huxaa
nsHesepuTu. Hukaa Huje m3HeBepuo CBOj HAPOA U CBOJY 3EMMAY.

Cs. Llape Aazape moau ce bory 3a Hac!

V Xpucry
O.Parommp
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT ...

Dear St. George Church Community,

| can’t believe we are already into the month of July. Our Pascha and Slava Celebrations came and went like a
flash. The weather cooperated on Resurrection services Saturday evening as a huge rain came just after we
entered back into the church after our procession. | call that divine intervention.

Our Slava weekend also had great weather with no rain but maybe slightly hotter weather than desired. Our
honored Kumovi for the Slava were Jelena and Joel Miller, along with RoseMary Prodonovich who came in
from Chicago. We had a good turnout for our celebration and believe everyone enjoyed themselves. As usual
the food and entertainment were great. Thanks to all who helped in the preparations.

The next big event was SerbFest 2022, where we finally were able to get back to the basics of hosting all of
the guests in our facility. The decorations done by Dinah and Danny Zeck made the cultural center look very
festive. | also want to thank Deke Henre for his artistic face-painting skills on the kids’ faces. Mira Cubric’s
auction baskets were a huge hit as usual and the 50/50 raffle brought in some additional funds as well. Of
course the food was great which couldn’t have been done without the hard work of the kitchen crew, led by
Seja Bajich-Bock and all of the grillers (too many to mention) led by Pat Hinkle. Thank you to the Bajich
Brothers Orchestra for providing the music for both days and the dancers for amazing the crowd. This
couldn’t have been done without all of the hard work and financial support of our church community. A big
thank you goes out to Mark Milosovich for again chairing this huge event for our church.

Just a few weeks later was our annual bowling tournament, where we had eighteen teams that entered. A
few highlights during the games were scores of 223 by Cindi Penny, a 248 by Cole Gray and a 290 by Jackson
Penny. The first place team consisted of Jackson Penny, Teddy and Andrew Kouris and Simo Bajich. The
runners-up were Alex and Orval Cheyney, Stephen Lemley and Peter Bajich who actually led going into game
three but age kicked in and the youth pulled away by over 150 pins. Congrats boys and enjoy it, but you still
have a ways to go to knock off the Kingpins who won four straight years!

Father Radomir, Brad Hijaz and | will be attending the annual Diocesan meeting on July 15™. This will be in
conjunction with the St. Mardarije Celebration being held at both our St. Sava and New Gracanica
Monasteries on July 16 and 17"in Libertyville/Third Lakes, Illinois.

The end of July starts our annual EOYC camp led by co-directors Marija Bajich and Katie Rowe (Fr. Chris’s
daughter). There is no better place that our youth can go to both meet other Orthodox youth and learn more
about our faith. Our own Fr. Radomir will also be in attendance which gives them the ability to create a closer
bond with him as well.

As usual, we all need to make sure to continue to support our church financially. As everyone is well aware,
the cost of everything is going up and we have several large projects that we are still needing to finish. Please
keep that in mind when making your donations to our church.

Until the next issue, please enjoy the summer and keep coming to church!

In Christ,
FPter Bajieh

Peter Bajich,
Church President
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Kolo Srpskih Sestara “Sv. Petka” News

Greetings, All. Since the Kolo’s last message, our parish observed its
Church Slava, St. George, celebrated the full experience of SerbFest (last
done in 2019) and held the Bowling Tournament. Many thanks to Helen
Kennon and Jovanka Jovanovic with their kitchen crew for providing a
delicious banquet on Slava Sunday. We also appreciate greatly all who
helped to make successful the return of in-person SerbFest. Cookie bakers,
food preparers and servers, grillers, organizers, and many others worked
diligently to make this event happen. It's such a nice way to bring our ethnic

J : heritage to the Kansas City community. In addition, thanks go to Jelena
Miller, Lisa Gribble and Alexis Bajich for providing the Lenten meal after bowling. We are a busy
parish for sure.

Eastern Orthodox Youth Camp will be held July 31 through August 6. Kolo supports this experience
by paying fees for our eligible Church School students. This is a week for our Orthodox Youth to
gather together and share our rich religious and cultural backgrounds. Many memories and
friendships are made during this week. We encourage our children to take full advantage of this
experience.

Ethnic Enrichment Festival will be held August 19-21 at Swope Park. Let’s all help the choir in any
way we can with this fund-raising effort. Please volunteer your cookie baking talents and selling
skills. Contact Jelena Miller, Lisa Gribble or Jordan Beeves to offer your help.

A shout-out goes to Brad Hijaz who arranged to have our Church pews and carpets and floors in our
Social Hall professionally cleaned. We're sure you've noticed the difference! Thanks to Kolo
members for agreeing to cover the cost.

Baking for the Bazaar continues and kicks into high gear soon. Please offer assistance whenever
you can. If you’d like to be added to the email list to be informed of baking dates, please let Seja
Bajich know.

Greetings from St George Lodge #43!

Hello parishioners of St. George,

Summer is here and many of us are traveling on vacations and spending
much needed time with our families. We hope you all stay safe and healthy!

Our Lodge will be hosting our annual luncheon on Sunday July 17th and
hope that you will be able to attend. This day we honor all of our deceased
lodge members. Please plan on attending.

If you have any questions about products that the Serb National Federation offers, please contact
one of our officers listed below. Thank you again for all your support throughout the years.

Our lodge officers for this year are:
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Stephen Lemley, President (816-599-0114) Mary Jean Venema, Vice President
Beverly Sobotka, Treasurer Donna Lemley, Secretary

ST. GEORGE CHOIR NEWS

JH- Summer time means the end of another school year and new beginnings for

those who graduated. The Saint George Choir has three such members who
coincidentally not only graduated high school, but will be attending Kansas
State University to further their education. Anna Bajich, Jovan and Petar
Ozegovic will be heading to the “Little Apple” in Manhattan, KS before we
know it. We wish them all the best and will miss them. Anna also was
awarded one of the Serbian Singing Federation Scholarships that was
available. Way to go Anna!

The Saint George Choir held its annual Vidovdan remembrance in honor of all those from the Battle
of Kosovo in 1389 until today who gave their lives for freedom and Orthodoxy. Thanks to Alexis
Bajich and her crew for preparing the luncheon.

Start those ovens and pull out the baking sheets as the Kansas City Ethnic Enrichment Festival at
Swope Park will be here soon! August 19th, 20th, and 21st will be the event of which our Choir
participates and performs. This year we will be on stage at 12:30 on Saturday, the 20th. Please
come out and not only enjoy the performance, but work a shift or two throughout the week-end to
help us in our fundraising endeavor. We always appreciate home-made baked goods, but please
make sure they can take the heat and place them in a zip-lock bag so they’re ready for purchase.
Thank you to all those who have already brought items to the church hall for safe storage in the
freezer. We greatly appreciate the continued support of our church community.

September 16th through the 18th, the Choir will be back in the choir concert circuit, traveling to
Aliquippa, PA to be their honored guests as well as participating in the SSF annual Choir
Convention. Anyone interested in traveling along, please contact Mira Cubric for information.

October 7th through the 9th, we will be hosting the Choir from Boston, Massachusetts for their first
trip to KC. Please plan to support us by showing them our Midwest Serbian hospitality by your
presence in helping make this a memorable weekend. Of course, we will be joined by our neighbors
to the north, SSS St. Nicholas of Omaha, NE. The concert will take place on Saturday the 8th with a
dinner and dance, followed by a lunch on Sunday after Divine Liturgy to cap off the weekend.

The weekend of Oct, 15th and 16th, we will be driving up to Omaha, NE to participate in their fall
concert. The Holy Trinity Cathedral Choir of Pittsburgh, PA will be their guests. Not only will it be a
fun time with Serbian music, dance. food, and fellowship but we will be reuniting with our friends from
both communities and meeting new ones as well.

As always, our primary commitment is to sing responses in our own beautiful St. George Church to
enhance our services. Thank you in advance for continuing to support us whether financially,
working at the Ethnic Festival and/or donating baked goods, by coming to these events, and helping
us with our upcoming choir concert week-end.
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EOYC Church Camp Information

%"%QN OPr,,oo
<y \* As a reminder, EOYC camp is back in full swing this year! As we did prior to
Covid, we will be staying overnight all week at Tall Oaks Conference Center
in Linwood, KS. Preparations are already underway and we are looking
W forward to getting everyone back together again! Camp will run from July
31st to August 6th. As of now, we have 5 counselors and 16 campers from
our very own St. George parish attending. If you have not already done so,
please register your kids! The deadline for registering is July 14th. Your camp directors, Katie Rowe

and Marija Bajich, are so excited to welcome everybody back to camp!

SerbFest 2022...

Glory to God for another successful SerbFest.

After being away for two years, it was a blessing to be able to have a full
festival again. As you are aware, to host an event like this requires
dedication and cooperation from all Church organizations and Church
parishioners.

Thank you to Fr. Radomir and Deacon Joseph for leading Church tours and sharing our Serbian
Orthodox faith.

A huge heartfelt thank you goes out to all who contributed their time, talents and treasures this year.
Our Serbian hospitality was on display as well as our great food, pastries, and music. We had
workers in the booths, grillers, kitchen help, greeters, ticket sales, beverage sales, parking lot
attendants, as well as all other activities. We cannot forget to mention those who worked to set-up
and clean up as well.

We are grateful to our sponsors for their continued financial support this year. This is an important
fund raiser for our Church. If anyone is aware of others who would like to be a sponsor, please let us
know.

Perhaps most gratifying is the knowledge that our St. George Serbian Orthodox Church has a
promising future. Our grade school, middle school, high school, and college students were an
amazing group of workers.

If anyone has any photos to share from the week-end, please send them to Paul Bajich.
paulbajich@att.net>

Thank You,
Mark Milosovich and the Serb Fest Committee

Donations to our Church can be made on our website:

www.st-george-church.org, given at Church, or mailed to our address:

11001 Greenwood St., Lenexa, KS 66215.
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Communication is key!

In order to be more efficient in our communication, the Church acquired new software to
house all contact information for our parishioners, friends and visitors. Please help us to
ensure we have your most up-to-date contact information, specifically:

- Home address, email address, and phone number.
You can provide any updates to: info@st-george-church.org. If you do not have email, please
provide information to Father Radomir or Jelena Miller.

The Holy Transfiguration of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ — August 19
Discourse on the Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
of Saint Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica

For an explanation of the present Feast and understanding of its truth, it is necessary for us to turn to the very
start of today’s reading from the Gospel: “Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James and John his brother,
and led them up onto a high mountain by themselves” (Mt.17:1).

First of all we must ask, from whence does the Evangelist Matthew begin to reckon with six days? From what
sort of day is it? What does the preceding turn of speech indicate, where the Savior, in teaching His disciples,
said to them: “For the Son of Man shall come with his angels in the glory of His Father,” and further: “Amen |
say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death, until they have seen the Son of Man
coming in His Kingdom” (Mt.16:27-28)? That is to say, it is the Light of His own forthcoming Transfiguration
which He terms the Glory of His Father and of His Kingdom.

The Evangelist Luke points this out and reveals this more clearly saying: “Now it came to pass about eight days
after these words, that He took Peter and John and James, and went up the mountain to pray. And as He
prayed, His countenance was altered, and His raiment became a radiant white” (Luke 9:28-29). But how can
the two be reconciled, when one of them speaks definitively about the interval of time as being eight days
between the sayings and the manifestation, whereas the other (says): “after six days?”

There were eight on the mountain, but only six were visible. Three, Peter, James and John, had come up with
Jesus, and they saw Moses and Elias standing there and conversing with Him, so altogether there were six of
them. However, the Father and the Holy Spirit were invisibly with the Lord: the Father, with His Voice testifying
that this was His Beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit shining forth with Him in the radiant cloud. Thus, the six are
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actually eight, and there is no contradiction regarding the eight. Similarly, there is no contradiction with the
Evangelists when one says “after six days,” and the other says “eight days after these words.”

But these twofold sayings as it were present us a certain format set in mystery, and together with it that of
those actually present upon the Mount. It stands to reason, and everyone rationally studying in accordance with
Scripture knows that the Evangelists are in agreement one with another. Luke spoke of eight days without
contradicting Matthew, who declared “after six days.” There is not another day added on to represent the day
on which these sayings were uttered, nor is the day on which the Lord was transfigured added on (which a
rational person might reasonably imagine to be added to the days of Matthew).

The Evangelist Luke does not say “after eight days” (like the Evangelist Matthew says “after six days”), but
rather “it came to pass eight days after these words.” But where the Evangelists seem to contradict one
another, they actually point out to us something great and mysterious. In actual fact, why did the one say “after
six days,” but the other, in ignoring the seventh day, have in mind the eighth day? It is because the great vision
of the Light of the Transfiguration of the Lord is the mystery of the Eighth Day, i.e., of the future age, coming to
be revealed after the passing away of the world created in six days.

About the power of the Divine Spirit, through Whom the Kingdom of God is to be revealed, the Lord predicted:
“There are some standing here who shall not taste death, until they have seen the Son of Man coming in His
Kingdom” (Mt.16:28). Everywhere and in every way the King will be present, and everywhere will be His
Kingdom, since the advent of His Kingdom does not signify the passing over from one place to another, but
rather the revelation of its power of the Divine Spirit. That is why it is said: “come in power.” And this power is
not manifest to simply ordinary people, but to those standing with the Lord, that is to say, those who have
affirmed their faith in Him like Peter, James and John, and especially those who are free of our natural
abasement. Therefore, and precisely because of this, God manifests Himself upon the Mount, on the one hand
coming down from His heights, and on the other, raising us up from the depths of abasement, since the
Transcendent One takes on mortal nature. Certainly, such a manifest appearance by far transcends the utmost
limits of the mind’s grasp, as effectualized by the power of the Divine Spirit.

Thus, the Light of the Transfiguration of the Lord is not something that comes to be and then vanishes, nor is it
subject to the sensory faculties, although it was contemplated by corporeal eyes for a short while upon an
inconsequential mountaintop. But the initiates of the Mystery, (the disciples) of the Lord at this time passed
beyond mere flesh into spirit through a transformation of their senses, effectualized within them by the Spirit,
and in such a way that they beheld what, and to what extent, the Divine Spirit had wrought blessedness in
them to behold the Ineffable Light.

Those not grasping this point have conjectured that the chosen from among the Apostles beheld the Light of
the Transfiguration of the Lord by a sensual and creaturely faculty, and through this they attempt to reduce to a
creaturely level (i.e., as something “created”) not only this Light, the Kingdom and the Glory of God, but also
the Power of the Divine Spirit, through Whom it is meet for Divine Mysteries to be revealed. In all likelihood,
such persons have not heeded the words of the Apostle Paul: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it
entered into the heart of man, what things God has prepared for those who love Him. But to us God has
revealed them through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God” (1 Cor.2:9-
10).

So, with the onset of the Eighth Day, the Lord, taking Peter, James and John, went up on the Mount to pray.

He always prayed alone, withdrawing from everyone, even from the Apostles themselves, as for example when
with five loaves and two fish He fed the five thousand men, besides women and children (Mt.14:19-23). Or,
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taking with Him those who excelled others, as at the approach of His Saving Passion, when He said to the
other disciples: “Sit here while | go over there and pray” (Mt.26:36). Then He took with Him Peter, James and
John. But in our instance right here and now, having taken only these same three, the Lord led them up onto a
high mountain by themselves and was transfigured before them, that is to say, before their very eyes.

“What does it mean to say: He was transfigured?” asks the Golden-Mouthed Theologian (Chrysostom). He
answers this by saying: “It revealed something of His Divinity to them, as much and insofar as they were able
to apprehend it, and it showed the indwelling of God within Him.” The Evangelist Luke says: “And as He
prayed, His countenance was altered” (Luke 9:29); and from the Evangelist Matthew we read: “And His face
shone as the sun” (Mt.17:2). But the Evangelist said this, not in the context that this Light be thought of as
subsistent for the senses (let us put aside the blindness of mind of those who can conceive of nothing higher
than what is known through the senses). Rather, it is to show that Christ God, for those living and
contemplating by the Spirit, is the same as the sun is for those living in the flesh and contemplating by the
senses. Therefore, some other Light for the knowing the Divinity is not necessary for those who are enriched
by Divine gifts.

That same Inscrutable Light shone and was mysteriously manifest to the Apostles and the foremost of the
Prophets at that moment, when (the Lord) was praying. This shows that what brought forth this blessed sight
was prayer, and that the radiance occured and was manifest by uniting the mind with God, and that it is
granted to all who, with constant exercise in efforts of virtue and prayer, strive with their mind towards God.
True beauty, essentially, can be contemplated only with a purified mind. To gaze upon its luminance assumes
a sort of participation in it, as though some bright ray etches itself upon the face.

Even the face of Moses was illumined by his association with God. Do you not know that Moses was
transfigured when he went up the mountain, and there beheld the Glory of God? But he (Moses) did not effect
this, but rather he underwent a transfiguration. However, our Lord Jesus Christ possessed that Light Himself. In
this regard, actually, He did not need prayer for His flesh to radiate with the Divine Light; it was but to show
from whence that Light descends upon the saints of God, and how to contemplate it. For it is written that even
the saints “will shine forth like the sun” (Mt.13:43), which is to say, entirely permeated by Divine Light as they
gaze upon Christ, divinely and inexpressibly shining forth His Radiance, issuing from His Divine Nature. On
Mount Tabor it was manifest also in His Flesh, by reason of the Hypostatic Union (i.e., the union of the two
perfect natures, divine and human, within the divine Person [Hypostasis] of Christ, the Second Person of the
Most Holy Trinity). The Fourth Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon defined this Hypostatic union of Christ’s two
natures, divine and human, as “without mingling, without change, without division, without separation.”

We believe that at the Transfiguration He manifested not some other sort of light, but only that which was
concealed beneath His fleshly exterior. This Light was the Light of the Divine Nature, and as such, it was
Uncreated and Divine. So also, in the teachings of the Fathers, Jesus Christ was transfigured on the Mount,
not taking upon Himself something new nor being changed into something new, nor something which formerly
He did not possess. Rather, it was to show His disciples that which He already was, opening their eyes and
bringing them from blindness to sight. For do you not see that eyes that can perceive natural things would be
blind to this Light?

Thus, this Light is not a light of the senses, and those contemplating it do not simply see with sensual eyes, but
rather they are changed by the power of the Divine Spirit. They were transformed, and only in this way did they
see the transformation taking place amidst the very assumption of our perishability, with the deification through
union with the Word of God in place of this.
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So also she who miraculously conceived and gave birth recognized that the One born of her is God Incarnate.
So it was also for Simeon, who only received this Infant into his arms, and the aged Anna, coming out [from the
Jerusalem Temple] for the Meeting, since the Divine Power illumined, as through a glass windowpane, giving
light for those having pure eyes of heart.

And why did the Lord, before the beginning of the Transfiguration, choose the foremost of the Apostles and
lead them up onto the Mount with Him? Certainly, it was to show them something great and mysterious. What
is particularly great or mysterious in showing a sensory light, which not only the foremost, but all the other
Apostles already abundantly possessed? Why would they need a transforming of their eyes by the power of the
Holy Spirit for a contemplation of this Light, if it were merely sensory and created? How could the Glory and the
Kingdom of the Father and the Holy Spirit project forth in some sort of sensory light? Indeed, in what sort of
Glory and Kingdom would Christ the Lord come at the end of the ages, when there would not be necessary
anything in the air, nor in expanse, nor anything similar, but when, in the words of the Apostle, “God will be all
in all” (1 Cor.15: 28)? That is to say, will He alter everything for all? If so, then it follows that light is included.

Hence it is clear that the Light of Tabor was a Divine Light. And the Evangelist John, inspired by Divine
Revelation, says clearly that the future eternal and enduring city “has no need of the sun or moon to shine upon
it. For the Glory of God lights it up, and the Lamb will be its lamp” (Rev 21:23). Is it not clear, that he points out
here that this [Lamb] is Jesus, Who is divinely transfigured now upon Tabor, and the flesh of Whom shines, is
the lamp manifesting the Glory of divinity for those ascending the mountain with Him?

John the Theologian also says about the inhabitants of this city: “they will not need light from lamps, nor the
light of the sun, for the Lord God will shed light upon them, and night shall be no more” (Rev 22:5). But how, we
might ask, is there this other light, in which “there is no change, nor shadow of alteration” (Jas 1:17)? What light
is there that is constant and unsetting, unless it be the Light of God? Moreover, could Moses and Elias (and
particularly the former, who clearly was present only in spirit, and not in flesh [Elias having ascended bodily to
Heaven on the fiery chariot]) be shining with any sort of sensory light, and be seen and known? Especially
since it was written of them: “they appeared in glory, and spoke of his death, which he was about to fulfill at
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:30-31). And how otherwise could the Apostles recognize those whom they had never seen
before, unless through the mysterious power of the Divine Light, opening their mental eyes?

But let us not tire our attention with the furthermost interpretations of the words of the Gospel. We shall believe
thus, as those same ones have taught us, who themselves were enlightened by the Lord Himself, insofar as
they alone know this well: the Mysteries of God, in the words of a prophet, are known to God alone and His
perpetual proximity. Let us, considering the Mystery of the Transfiguration of the Lord in accord with their
teaching, strive to be illumined by this Light ourselves and encourage in ourselves love and striving towards the
Unfading Glory and Beauty, purifying our spiritual eyes of worldly thoughts and refraining from perishable and
quickly passing delights and beauty which darken the garb of the soul and lead to the fire of Gehenna and
everlasting darkness. Let us be freed from these by the illumination and knowledge of the incorporeal and ever-
existing Light of our Savior transfigured on Tabor, in His Glory, and of His Father from all eternity, and His Life-
Creating Spirit, Whom are One Radiance, One Godhead, and Glory, and Kingdom, and Power now and ever
and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Article Source: Serbian Patriarchate (spc.rs)
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